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Kids were having fun as the annual American Funfair hit
the ground and running on 26th October. Mr. Hanscom
Smith, the newly appointed Consul General from the United
States, came to our school to attend the opening ceremony.
Delegates from WHARF and Project WeCan, together with
Pastor Rev. Curtis Garland and the HEARTLAND team leader
Ms. Krista Erickson, were here to make this year’s Funfair
successful.

The American Funfair is a tradition of our school. This year,
more than 300 students from different primary schools
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon with us. Quite a few new
booths were introduced during our 11th Funfair, many new
mini games (at least the gaming ideas) were brought to
Hong Kong by our students who participated in the annual
US cultural exchange program organized by International
Interface of our school.

The International Interface and American Studies are the
special programs offered by our school. Our students can
learn different skills by taking part in these activities outside
their classroom, the American Funfair is surely one of those.
Learn and having fun will never be controversial in MCDH!
Look at the pictures! We were having fun, weren’t we?
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Exclusive in MCDH

A little tale about /merican Studies

ONI
T’P\-IAENTRACI\QEi The American Studies curriculum is designed to be a

; ﬁ . platform for students to apply English usage in an American
> F environment and to develop English language proficiency
through authentic cultural experiences and interactive
activities. Teams of Americans visit MCDH through the
International Interface program, the partnership with the
US Consulate General, and the collaboration with the Hong
Kong International School, fulfilling the main objective of

having Americans personally interact with students.

Since American Studies evolved from the International
Interface program receiving mission teams from the
United States, it is not surprising that elements of love,
care, sharing, and experiencing God’s grace endures in
the classroom. One of those teams is the Heartland Team,
comprised this year of Ms. Krista Erickson, Rev. Curtis
Garland, Ms. Denise Marquardt, and Ms. Laure Anderson.
While the October trip was planned months in advance,
the current unrest in Hong Kong brought some questions
about whether they would be able to come. However,
all four Americans have volunteered at MCDH numerous
times and feel strong ties to our school and the students,
so despite knowing this trip would be different than
previous ones, they were determined to step on the flight
to come to MCDH.



Team member Denise Marquardt shared in a Facebook post that for her, going to Hong Kong was a call
from God. Team leader Krista Erickson explained that even though the team knew they would not be able
to do their usual activities outside of school with the students, they still knew that being present could
have an impact. “We can still greet students at the gate, have lessons with them, and talk with them
during the school day.” So the team members stayed and spent time with our students, listened to them,
and encouraged them. For the team, extending this care is how they share God’s love. And this continues
after the team returns home, as Denise stated in her post, “I believe God calls me to pray for his people

there” and encouraged her family and friends to pray for Hong Kong.

With the grace of God, MCDH and students are blessed to have these precious relationships and long

standing partnerships, making American Studies a gem of MCDH!
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